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From the Executive Director, Janet Gora  

As we get into 2009, we enter into another month of economic downturn. Everyone I talk 

with agrees that this will be a tough year. We nonprofits are asking the all important 

ptdrshnm, °Whkk vd qĝhrd dmntfg qdudmtd sn ldds ntq dwodmrdr sghr xdĝq?± 

 

The Board approved our 2009 budget of $645,000 in January. The budget did not include 

rdudqĝk mdv °mhbd sn gĝud °oqnfqĝlr vd vĝmsdc sn kĝtmbg sghr xdĝq. Wd knnjdc ĝs dudqx 

expense line by line to see if we could cut back without affecting services. We reevalu-

ated our activities to ensure that everything we do advances our mission of empowering 

individuals, educating families, enhancing communities and together, celebrating the 

extraordinary lives of people with Down syndrome. We created a contingency plan if 

ntq hmbnld oqnidbshnmr ĝqdm¯s lds. Abshnm hsdlr qĝmfd eqnl sgd oĝhmetk´freezing sala-

ries, cutting staff hours, reducing program expenseś to the devastatinǵ laying off 

staff, and severely cutting back on programs. It was a depressing meeting! 
 

Why do we need $645,000? 

I¯l fkĝc xnt ĝrjdc! Hdqd¯r ĝ 

pie chart that will break 

down the money into the 

cost for each program/

expense: 
 

*The fundraising and devel-

opment costs are 27% of our 

total costs, which is under 

sgd Bdssdq Btrhmdrr Btqdĝt¯r 

recommendation of 30%. 
 

It takes a lot of money to run 

one of the biggest Down 

syndrome associations in 

sgd bntmsqx, cndrm¯s hs?! Bts 

rhmbd sgĝs¯r gnv vd needq ĝkk 

ne ntq oqnfqĝlr ĝmc rdquhbdr, vd¯qd bnllhssdc sn jddohmf sghr rhyd rn vd bĝm ldds sgd 

needs of our families. 

 

How can you help? It will take the hard work of the Board, Development Committee, 

fundraising committees, volunteers, families and staff to pitch in and together ensure 

sghr xdĝq¯r atcfds hr lds. Is¯r to sn tr adbĝtrd vd cnm¯s fds Umhsdc Wĝx etmcr, fnudqm-

ldms etmcr nq etmcr eqnl Cghkcqdm¯r Hnrohsĝk. Wd qĝhrd ĝkk ne ntq lnmdx eqnl oqhuĝsd 

donors like you. Because our families and supporters have been so passionate to sup-

port the DSAGC and its mission, we have great faith that they will continue to take part in 

the Buddy Walk.  With over 1300 families we serve, we hope to have at least 300 teams 

on October 10. 

 

On our part, we understand that we are all affected by this crazy economy and pledge to 

be good stewards of the money you give. If you have worked closely with any of the 

staff, you know we are a frugal bunch of people to say the least. 

 

But, even though we've tightened our belts, the DSAGC will still be your resource for the 

most comprehensive, accurate, and current Down syndrome information, support and 

resources available and we will still strive each day to achieve our mission. 

 

As always, we welcome your feedback on what we're doing well and what we could do 

better. Best wishes for a successful New Year! D.S.Press 2 
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From Board President, Connie Hutzel  

All Those in Favor, 

Sĝx °Exd± 
 

Okay. For those of you that 

have read my last two col-

tlmr hm sgd DSPqdrr, xnt¯qd 

probably tired of hearing 

ĝants Cĝqrnm¯r dxdr. Ak-

though this column still has 

his eye issue threaded 

sgqntfgnts, hs¯r lnqd ĝants 

advocating for your child 

and not giving up, espe-

cially when you really be-

lieve in something. 

 

I mentioned in a previous 

issue of DSPress that there 

is a procedure for Kerato-

conus called corneal 

crosslinking, a fairly non-

invasive procedure that has 

been shown to halt the pro-

gression of Keratoconus, 

thus delaying or even pre-

venting a cornea transplant. 

This procedure is in FDA 

trials here in the US but has 

been performed in Europe 

for the last 8 to 10 years. All 

reports indicate that it is 

very successful as a treat-

ment for Keratoconus. 

 

The trials here have a mini-

mum age of 14 or 18, de-

odmchmf nm vgn¯r cnhmf sgd 

rstcx. Tgdqd¯r ĝants 10 nog-

thalmologists around the 

country participating in the 

FDA trial. In June, we tried to 

get into the trial in Indian-

apolis. If Carson had other-

wise qualified, they would 

have considered filing an 

age exemption for his par-

ticipation in the trial, but 

sgdx chcm¯s eddk gd vntkc ad 

able to sit absolutely still 

long enough do the proce-

dure with just sedation, and 

would instead require gen-

eral anesthesia. That gen-

eral anesthesia, turns out, 

was the real roadblock. 

 

After Carson developed 

acute hydrops in the left eye 

(basically a rupture of one 

of the inner membranes of 

the cornea) and an emer-

gency cornea transplant 

was a definite reality, I de-

cided to try to do what I 

could to save the right eye 

from a transplant ³ the only 

option now for the left eye. 

There is a doctor in Califor-

nia who does corneal 

crosslinking slightly differ-

ent than the on-going FDA 

trials, but he did not use 

general anesthesia. So, right 

before Christmas, I decided 

to e-mail each of the doctors 

participating in the FDA tri-

als asking if they would 

make an exception for Car-

son to be in their study, and 

oh, by the way, could they 

use general anesthesia. 

Most e-mailed back saying 

rnqqx, gd vntkcm¯s ptĝkhex, 

but offered me luck in find-

ing something that worked 

and gave me names of vari-

ous doctors internationally 

that performed corneal 

bqnrrkhmjhmf, ats sgdx chcm¯s 

know if any of them used 

general anesthesia. 

 

A doctor in Kansas City par-

ticipating in the FDA trials, 

Dr. Durrie, called me and 

rĝhc Cĝqrnm vntkcm¯s ptĝkhex 

for his study but that he 

liked to take on projects 

over the holidays, would 

sĝjd nm Cĝqrnm¯r bĝrd ĝmc 

do some research to try to 

find something that would 

work. I told him that was the 

best Christmas present any-

one could give. (I was really 

overwhelmed that someone 

600 miles away would go 

out of his way to help a 

stranger. Little did I know 

this was only the begin-

ning.) He also said his 

daughter, Dr. Stahl, was cur-

rently the Chief Resident of 

Pediatric Ophthalmology at 

Kĝmrĝr Chsx Cghkcqdm¯r 

Mdqbx Hnrohsĝk. Tgĝs¯r 

fqdĝs, I rĝhc, ats I cnm¯s gĝud 

time to wait for her to gradu-

ate. Little did I realize just 

how instrumental she would 

be. 

 

Dr. Stahl called me and said 

she had access to the hospi-

tal facilities and general an-

esthesia, her dad had the 

device and drops used in 

the crosslinking procedure, 

ĝmc rgd chcm¯s jmnv vgx sgd 

svn bntkcm¯s fds snfdsgdq. 

She cautioned me not to get 

my hopes up too much be-

cause there would still be a 

lot of hoops to jump 

through, but she would work 

hard to make it work. 

What?? Another stranger 

going way out of her way for 

Carson? Maybe my prayers 

were being answered after 

all. 

 

We needed some corneal 

thickness measurements to 

dmrtqd sgd bnqmdĝ vĝrm¯s 

already too thin for the pro-

bdctqd. Cĝqrnm¯r bnqmdĝ 

specialist, Dr. Kaufman, 

suggested a specific techni-

cian that was very patient 

and good. We scheduled an 

appointment for Christmas 

Eve because the office 

vntkcm¯s ad udqx bqnvcdc 

and she could take extra 

time with Carson. He had to 

hold his head perfectly still 

for 5 seconds without blink-

ing or moving his eyes. If he 

were staring at a video 

game or movie, that would 

be no problem. Looking 

down a little tunnel at a light 

made it much more chal-

lenging. She worked for 45 

minutes trying to get the 

measurement, but each time 

at about 4 seconds, Carson 

would blink or look to the 

side. I felt so devastated, 

thinking this was the end of 

possibly getting the proce-

dure done without really 

even getting started. 

 

The technician then told us 

about another machine they 

had at a different facility. It 

vĝrm¯s qdĝkkx trdc enq ldĝr-

uring the corneal thickness, 

but it could get the meas-

urement in about 1 second 

instead of 5. She had a cou-

ple of other young patients 

that were also unsuccessful 

at the same test as Carson 

and had them do this also. 

She said she got in a little 

trouble for it, but was willing 

to take a hit again for Car-

rnm¯r rĝjd. Sgd bĝkkdc ĝmc 

set up an appointment for 

Ndv Ydĝq¯r Eud. Sgd rĝhc 

rgd vĝrm¯s rbgdctkdc sn  

 

Contd on page 15 
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°Ie xnt qdĝkkx adkhdud hm rnldsghmf enq xntq bghkc, jddo 

asking, keep searching and explore all avenues no 

lĝssdq gnv tmkhjdkx sgdx rddl.± 



 

 

Baby Matters  
 

From Early Matters Coordinator, Martha Ostendarp  

Martha@dsagc.com 
 

Educational Programs for Families of  

Children Ages Birth-3 
 

Date/Time: Wed.    April 8        7:00 pm 

Program: Speech/OT/PT 

Speakers: Shelly Mauk (speech), Stacey Maignan 

  (PT), David Neises (OT) and Jennifer  

  Bekins (SLP)  

Location:  Cghkcqdm¯r Hnrohsĝk-Burnet Avenue 

  Conference Room D2.20  

Directions are on our website calendar. 

Childcare is available at no charge. You must reserve a 

spot by the day before the meeting. 

D.S.Press 4 

Meetings and Events  

Preschool Matters  
 

For Families of Children Ages Three-Five 

Program held the third Tuesday, 4 times per year 
 

Tuesday, March 10 

6:45-7:15 pm Social/dinner        7:15-8:15  Speaker 

8:15-8:30 discussion 
 

Topic: Hippotherapy  

 

Starfire Council, 5030 Oaklawn- I-71, Red Bank Exit  
 

A light dinner will be provided.  No childcare.  

Contact Martha to make reservations. 

New Parent Dinner  
 

If you are a New Parent of the DSAGC look for an invitation 

to have dinner with other new parents to "celebrate ex-

traordinary lives"  with families and mentors at Crossroads 

Church in Oakley.  March 17th 6-8:30pm.  More informa-

tion will be provided in your invitation. 

The 4th Annual Tri for Joe  

 at Coney Island  
 

May 17, 2009 
  

The fourth annual Tri for Joe is a multi-sport charity event 

established by Tom and Jennifer Gerstle in honor of their 

son Joe to benefit the DSAGC.  
 

Register at www.triforjoe.com 
 

Tri for Joe consists of the following events:  

Sprint Triathlon: 700m pool swim, 30K bike, 5K run  

Duathlon: 5K run, 30K bike, 5K run  

5K run/walk  

Kids fun run (8 and under)  

Play Therapy  
 

For children with Down syndrome birth through 3 

years. The group is attended by one or both parents 

and their child. Developmental Play provides an op-

portunity to engage in playful activities that stimulate 

social, emotional, motor and intellectual skills and an 

opportunity to network with other parents.  

 

March 28 and April 26 
 

North  

Where:  ABC Pediatric Therapy  

  9902 Windisch Rd West Chester 

Therapist: Cheri Nicholls  

Time:  10-11 am 
 

South 

Where:   A Step Ahead Pediatric Therapy 

   2865 Chancellor Dr #105, Crestview  

  Hills  

Therapist: Dan Cross 

Time:      10-11 am 
 

East 

Where:  Leap Beyond Therapy 

  6915 Beechmont Ave. 

Therapist: Kristy Brandabur 

Time:        3-4 pm 
 

West 
 

Where:  Cincinnati Speech 

  3301 Westbourne Dr. off of Glenway 

Therapist: Sharon Olthaus  

Time:  10-11am 
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Meetings and Events  

Ss. Pĝsqhbj¯r Dĝx Pĝqĝcd´ 

Is¯r sgd Wdĝqhm¯ ne sgd Gqddm!! 
 

Saturday, March 14, 2009 
 

Join the DSAGC staff and family and friends as we 

lĝqbg hm sgd ĝmmtĝk Ss. Pĝsqhbj¯r Dĝx Pĝqĝcd. Ynt 

cnm¯s gĝud sn ad Iqhrg sn bnld gĝud rnld etm ĝmc 

celebrate World Down Syndrome Day (WDSD-

March 21st). WDSD was created to generate aware-

ness of Down syndrome and encourage acceptance 

of these individuals in the community. Everyone 

benefits when we embrace diversity.  

 

Tghr xdĝq¯r Alaĝrrĝcnq eĝlhkx hr sgd MbHĝkd¯r ne 

Anderson Township. Patrice McHale will be turning 

40 sghr xdĝq ON Ss. Pĝsqhbj¯r Dĝx! 

 

Send Nora an e-mail at nora@dsagc.com for more 

information and if you would like to march. 

The Inaugural Driving Extravaganza  
 

Thursday April 23, 2009  

Motorsports Country Club  

 

Grab a group of friends, clients or family members and join 

us at the Motorsports Country Club where your team(s) of 

entq vhkk qĝbd ĝfĝhmrs nsgdq sdĝlr hm ĝ eqhdmckx qhuĝkqx sgĝs¯r 

khjd adhmf ĝ jhc ĝfĝhm. Amc cnm¯s enqfds xntq ohs bqdv. 

Bring the whole gang to cheer you on and celebrate the 

cĝx¯r edrshuhshdr. 

 

For more information about this fundraiser visit our web-

site www.dsagc.com or call Nora at 761.5400. 

 

11:45 a.m. 

Registration and Lunch Instruction and Practice 

1:30-4:30 p.m. 

Racing  Wii Racing Tournament 

Silent Auction 

4:30 ³ 5:30 p.m. 

Appetizers and Awards Ceremony 

Schedule of Events: 
 

10 a.m.  Pre³Party at City View Tavern, 403 Oregon  

  Street    Cinti, OH  45202   513.241.8439 

11 a.m.  Bus with beverages leaves City View  

  Tavern for Lexington, KY 

12:30 p.m. Approximate arrival of bus, tailgating be 

  fore the race 

1:00 p.m. Post time for the first race 

4:00 p.m. Bus departs Lexington for Cincinnati 

5:30 p.m. Approximate arrival at City View Tavern  
 

Ticket Prices: $40 a person, includes food, beer, bus 

ticket, and admission ticket. Register online at dsagc.com/

keeneland. Space is limited to 55 people.  

Taxis will be available upon return to City View Tavern. 

Check the website or contact Nora for details. 

Ashland Stakes at Keeneland  

Opening Weekend  

Sunday, April 5th, 2009 g o l f   b a l l   d r o p  
1,000 numbered golf balls will be dropped from 

40 feet above the Woodlands #9 Fairway at 

Shaker Run Golf Course following the  

golf tournament on June 22, 2009.  

$2,000 cash prize for the HOLE IN ONE* 

$1,000 cash prize for CLOSEST to the pin 

$500 cash prize for FURTHEST from the hole 
 

$20 per ball, only 1,000 balls will be sold 

*Im sgd dudms 2 nq lnqd aĝkkr fds ĝ °HOLE IN ONE, 

± sgd $2,000 bĝrg oqhyd vhkk ad dudmkx rokhs 

You do not need to be present to win!! 

To purchase Ball Drop tickets visit 

www.dsagc.com or email Nora at 

nora@dsagc.com 

The Young Professionals Guild of the DSAGC  

Imuhsdr xnt sn inhm sgdl enq£ 

A Day at the Races 

mailto:nora@dsagc.com
http://www.dsagc.com/
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Meetings and Events  

Government Affairs Committee 

(GAC) Needs Family Advocacy 

Teams 
 

Tgd DSAGC hr rddjhmf xntq eĝlhkx¯r ĝrrhrsĝmbd 

in growing its role in Governmental Affairs/

Policy Development by developing Family Ad-

vocacy Teams who will work closely with our 

GAC, as well as legislators, to make a differ-

ence. 
 

On Saturday, March 28, 10:00-noon, we will hold 

our inaugural Family Advocacy Team Training 

at the DSAGC office followed by lunch. By the 

end of the training, you will have a better under-

standing of what we hope to accomplish, what 

your role will be, contact information of your 

representative and knowledge about how to es-

tablish relationships with them. More details are 

available on www.dsagc.com. Please call 

513.761.5400 by Friday, March 20 to RSVP. 

Individuals with DS who  

Communicate Without Words  
 

Through our current strategic plan, the DSAGC Board and staff 

are focusing on families that have a family member with a di-

agnosis of DS in combination with other specific needs. We 

would like to explore the need for support among families who 

have an individual who communicates without words. They 

may have a unique way of communicating within their environ-

ment; for instance, they may be using pictures, touch talkers, 

sign language, facial expression or body language as a form of 

communication.   
 

We invite you to attend a brainstorming & information sharing 

session on Thursday, March 26 from 11am to 1pm at the 

DSAGC office. A light lunch will be provided and children are 

welcome. If you are unable to be there in person, there will be 

the option to participate via telephone. 
 

Visit www.dsagc.com for more details. Please RSVP to Debbie 

Baker, Parent Volunteer, 513.884.1863 or Janet Gora, Executive 

Director, 513.761.5400 by 3/20.  

Dr. Bonnie Patterson Retires  
  

Tgd DSAGC vntkc khjd sn rĝx ĝ gtfd °THANK YOU± sn Dq. Bnmmhd Pĝssdqrnm vgn vhkk qd-

tire from CCHMC in March. Dr. Patterson started as the Director of the Down Syndrome 

Clinic when it opened in January of 1985. She has been the Program Director of the Jane 

and Richard Thomas Center for Down Syndrome where so many of our families have vis-

ited for assessments and advice. She was on the DSAGC board for many years, most cur-

rently on our Medical Advisory Board.   

 

Dr. Patterson has been a great friend to the DSAGC and to the infants, children, adoles-

cents, young adults and their families who have benefited from her knowledge and dedi-

cation. Our families will miss her and we wish her the best in her retirement! 

International Mosaic Down Syndrome Conference  
 

The International Mosaic Down Syndrome Association 2009 Research & Awareness Conference will be held from 

July 10 -12, 2009. Families and professionals interested in all forms of Down syndrome are invited to participate in 

this informational and fun-filled event. For more information, visit www.dsagc.com or www.imdsa.org.  

DSAGC Winter Dance  
 

Thanks to the 100+ attendees at this years Valentine Winter Dance! 
 

Once again, Aspen Grove provided an evening of dancing, eating, socializing and fun for 

our families and Adult Advocates. Thank you to Bill Hertsenberg, our faithful DJ, who provided the music, fun and his 

time. There were five lucky winners that went home with a wonderful party basket ³ thanks to Nancy Goetz! 



 

 

Buddy Club  
 

For kids with DS ages 7-12 - join other children and their 

siblings on great outings. Visit www.dsagc.com or 

contact Laura at pscudder@cinci.rr.com or 513.779.1707.  

Grandparent 

Groups  
 

Contact Joan Eve at 

jeve@fuse.net or 

513.476.1830 for info 

on the Ohio group. 

Contact Dottie Jones at 

tdjo@fuse.net or 

859.586.4035 about the 

Northern KY group. 

You are welcome to 

come to both or either 

group!  
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KIDS  
KIDS is "Kentuckians Interested in Down syndrome"-we meet at Redwood School in Ft. 

Mitchell, KY, on the second Monday of the month at 7 pm. You'll get some great 

information, and make some good friends too! Don't miss these upcoming meetings: 
 

Monday, March 9: Sibling panel moderated by Malloy Mattheis. How has life with a 

sibling with DS changed these young people's lives? 
 

Monday, April 13: Dr. Missy Jones from NKU will tell us about the Stride initiative, and 

how they are making college accessible for students with cognitive disabilities. Also, Dr. 

Jones has some great tips that she'd like to share with us from what they have learned in 

the program so faŕ tips that will help our younger kids better prepare for these 

opportunities!  

 

For more information about KIDS, or to be on our e-mail list for DS info in Northern KY, 

contact Roben Dixon at 859.689.0266, or dixonfam@fuse.net.  

Buddy Teen Clubs  
The Ohio group is for kids with DS ages 13-16. Check 

the website for upcoming meetings. Contact Cath-

erine Wrkcak@aol.com . The Kentucky group is for kids 

ages 10-15. Contact Molly. 

Meetings and Events  

Btskdq Cn£££. Contact Diane Hample at 513.895.3955. 

Eĝrs Shcd£££. Contact Beth Ehrhardt at eblake3287@yahoo.com or 891.2288 or Lisa Arnold at 528.6984 or  

   lmarnold745@hotmail.com 

Kdmstbjx £££ Contact Nancy Goetz at 859.581.0564 

Wdrs Shcd ££.. Contact Emily Gumm at egumm@cinci.rr.com or 513.309.0599  

BACH Satellite Group  
Parents in Brown, Adams, Clinton or Highland, (BACH) counties, join our 

Satellite Group for informational meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 

(except the March meeting). Join us on Weds, March 25 to hear DSAGC staff 

Martha Ostendarp, Early Matters Coord., Molly Mattheis, School Age Mat-

ters Coord., and Charissa Richter, Adult Matters Coord.  Contact Shayna 

Hansel at 1.877.389.3347 or 513.875.4060, or Crissy Griffith 937.444.0984 if you 

would like to be on this mailing list. 

Single Parent Support 

Group  
Sĝstqcĝx, Mĝqbg 14sg   Ss Pĝsqhbj¯r 

Day Parade  Meet at the DSAGC Of-

ehbd ĝmc vd¯kk ĝkk fn nudq sn sgd Pĝ-

rade together. Children are welcome. 

For more information, see page 5 or 

contact Martha at 513.761.5400. 

Butler and Warren County Satellite Groups  
 

We are forming Satellite Groups for Butler and Warren counties. The first meeting will be Wed. March 25th at Chil-

dren's Hospital Liberty from7:00-9:00pm. If you are interested in getting DSAGC Satellites started in these areas 

please come and be part of a new beginning! Contact Martha@dsagc.com for more details. 

mailto:eblake3287@yahoo.com
mailto:lmarnold745@hotmail.com
mailto:egumm@cinci.rr.com
mailto:Martha@dsagc.com
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Well Wishes Club  
 

Please let us know if your child, (of any 

age) is having outpatient surgery or an 

overnight stay in the hospital. The Well 

Wishes Club would like to send cards 

to the hospital and/or your home. 

Advocates in Motion-AIM (adults with 

Down syndrome) would also like to 

send get well cards to them. Contact 

Martha. 

Emails Lists  
 

Email lists are available to parents reminding them of events, giving 

out new information, new web sites, emails and things that are 

happening in our nine county region. Sometimes parents have 

questions which we send out to the parents for their input. If you 

want to be on the mailing list (emails go out as blind copy) email 

Martha. Charissa also has an email list for adults and Molly has one 

for school age children. Sally also has an email list for Teachers. 

Contact them to be added to the list(s).  

Resource Library  

Making Connections  

From Outreach Coordinator, Sally K. Tilow  Sally@dsagc.com 

New Additions to the Resource Library  
 

To borrow books, DVDs, VHS or audio tapes from the DSAGC Library, go to www.dsagc.com. You can search by 

subject, title or keyword and find a brief overview of the resource. You can borrow up to 3 resources at a time. Our 

latest additions to the library are listed below.  

The Paraprofessionals Guide to 

Inclusive Education  

by Peggy Hammeken 

 

Hundreds of 

strategies that 

promote suc-

cess for strug-

gling students 

in inclusive 

classrooms!  

 

A practical, 

hands-on re-

source for 

daily use, this updated edition of In-

clusion: An Essential Guide for the 

Paraprofessional answers parapro-

fessionals most common questions 

and provides extensive strategies for 

all areas of the curriculum. The com-

pletely revised third edition includes 

a new chapter on reading, expanded 

chapters throughout, additional ac-

tivities for classroom use, more than 

75 new strategies, and 12 additional 

forms available on a CD-ROM for 

easy reproduction. Ideal for experi-

enced or novice paraprofessionals, 

this volume covers techniques for 

reading, spelling, language, and 

mathematics.  

 

Just Give Him The Whale  

By Paula Kluth and Patrick Schwarz 

 

Vacuum cleaners, Korea, screwdriv-

ers, fences?? Some people may con-

sider these examples of 

°nardrrhnmr,± ats ĝtsgnqr Kktsg ĝmc 

Schwarz view them as fascinations. 

Children with autism and other dis-

abilities often become interested in 

any number 

of things, but 

these au-

thors feel 

that educa-

tors should 

reframe 

these fasci-

nations and 

see them as 

potential 

tools to help 

students be more calm and success-

ful. Oftentimes behavioral teams will 

focus on curbing these fixations. This 

can lead to frustration for the student 

when a favorite object or topic is 

banned. Our society fully accepts a 

anx¯r nardrrhnm vhsg ennsaĝkk-why not 

tractors! 

 

Reflections of Erin  

by Barbara McKenzie  

 

Throughout Erin McKenzie's short 

life, her 

mother 

shared 

observa-

tions, sur-

prises, 

and re-

flections 

inspired 

as Erin 

and her 

family made new connections and 

relationships. Narratives, thoughts 

and photographs tell this story of in-

clusion and the importance of be-

longing. 
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JANUARY 
 

 3  Kentucky Teen Club Bowling Event 

11  Ohio Teen Club Karaoke Party  

12 KIDS (Kentuckians interested in Down  

  Syndrome) Meeting 

17     Single Parent Social 

17  Seasons of the Heart 

17  Adult Matters Card-Making Class 

23  Adult Matters AIM Meeting 

24  Developmental Play Therapy 

27  Adult Matters Health & Wellness Session 

31  Valentine/Winter Dance  

MAY 
 

 2  BACH Spring Fling Dance 

 5       School Age Matters Meeting 

 7  Parent to Parent Mentor Training 

11     KIDS Meeting 

12  Preschool Matters Meeting 

17  Tri for Joe  

19  KY Grandparent Meeting 

20  Ohio Grandparent Meeting 

22  Adult Matters AIM Meeting 

23  Developmental Play Therapy 

MARCH 
 

 3   School Age Matters Meeting 

 9     Oghn Tddm Mnl¯r Mddshmf 

 9     KIDS Meeting 

10  Preschool Matters Meeting. 

14  Ss. Pĝsqhbj¯r Dĝx Pĝqĝcd/Wnqkc Dnvm  

 Syndrome Day 

14  Single Parent Group  

16  Adult Matters Dinner & Dialogue 

17  New Parent Dinner  

20  Adult Matters AIM Meeting 

22   Ohio Teen Potluck Party 

25  Brown County (BACH) meeting 

26  Butler/Warren DSAGC Satellite Meeting 

28  Developmental Play Therapy 

FEBRUARY 
 

 7  Early Matters Social  

 9   KIDS Meeting  

11  Baby Matters Meeting (Liberty)  

17  KY Grandparent Meeting 

18  Ohio Grandparent Meeting 

20  Adult Matters AIM Meeting 

21  Kids First 

22    Ohio Teen Club Event 

28  Developmental Play Therapy 

APRIL 
 

 3 Building Family Resiliency Symposium 

 7        School Age Matters Meeting  
 8  Baby Matters Meeting (Burnet) 

13 KIDS Meeting 

14  BACH Information Meeting 

17  Adult Matters AIM Meeting 

23  Motorsports Driving Extravaganza  

25  Developmental Play Therapy 

25  Single Parent Group  

26  Ohio Teen Club Event 

28  Adult Matters Health & Wellness Session 

30  Motorsports Rain Date 

DSAGC  

2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

JUNE 
 

 6  Early Matters Ice Cream Social 

10  Baby Matters Meeting (Liberty)  

15  Adult Matters Dinner & Dialogue 

19  Adult Matters AIM Meeting  

19  Fishing Event in Brown County (BACH) 

22  Dave Lapham Golf Tourny at Shaker Run 

27  Single Parent Group  

27  Developmental Play Therapy 

TBA    KIDS Family Picnic 

Details about events can be found on the calendar at www.dsagc.com 
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SEPTEMBER 
 

 1   School Age Matters Meeting 

 8  BACH Information Meeting 

 8 Preschool Matters Meeting 

14  KIDS Meeting 

15  New Parent Dinner 

18  Adult Matters AIM Meeting  

21  Adult Matters Dinner & Dialogue 

26  Single Parent Group  

26  Developmental Play Therapy   

DECEMBER 
 

 5  Seasons of the Heart 

 6  Holiday Party and Awards Program 

 9  Baby Matters Meeting (Burnet) 

18  Adult Matters AIM Meeting  

JULY 
 

10-12  International Mosaic Down Syndrome  

 Conference 

11  Adult Matters Thai Chi 

14  Preschool Matters Meeting  

14  BACH Information Meeting 

18  Adult Matters Thai Chi 

20-24  Lose The Training Wheels Camp   

24  Adult Matters AIM Meeting 

25  Adult Matters Thai Chi 

28  Adult Matters Health & Wellness Session 

31-Aug 2 NDSC Conference in Sacramento 

NOVEMBER 
 

 3 School Age Matters Meeting 

 7  Early Matters Fall Social  

 9   KIDS Meeting 

13/14  Postsecondary Education Conference 

17  KY Grandparent Meeting 

18  Ohio Grandparent Meeting 

20  Adult Matters AIM Meeting 

AUGUST 
  

 1  Adult Matters Thai Chi 

 9  Old Fashioned Family Picnic  

11  BACH Information Meeting 

12  Baby Matters Meeting (Burnet) 

21  Adult Matters AIM Meeting 

22  Developmental Play Therapy 

29  Single Parent Group 

OCTOBER 
 

 6  School Age Matters Meeting 

10  Buddy Walk and After Party at Sawyer Point 

14  Baby Matters Meeting (Liberty)  

16  BACH Pumpkin Outing 

23  Adult Matters AIM Meeting 

24  Developmental Play Therapy 

27  Adult Matters Health & Wellness Session 

TBA     KIDS Carnival 

DSAGC  

2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

DSAGC  

644 Linn St. 

Cincinnati, OH  45203  

 

513.761.5400 

www.dsagc.com  
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Adoption Awareness  

Fast Forward  
 

Wghkd cnhmf lx sqĝchshnmĝk °onrs gnkh-

cĝx± ĝssdlos sn bkdĝm nts, rnqs ĝmc 

nqfĝmhyd ntq ĝbbtltkĝsdc °rstee,± I 

came across our camera bag that had 

some how lodged itself in the clutter 

of one of the spaces we loosely refer 

to as a closet. One of our children had 

given us a spiffy new digital camera a 

few years ago, and our trusty old cam-

era and camera bag had been dis-

placed. What I had failed to note 

when I had shelved the camera bag, 

was that one of the many little pockets 

held several rolls of undeveloped 

film. After a quick trip to Walgreens, I 

found myself gazing at the adorable 

faces of my children, frozen in time, in 

2003. What a difference five years can 

make!  Most dramatic for me was a 

photo of Cody. 

 

Cody, who five years ago had just 

turned eight, still bore a distinct re-

semblance to the three day old infant 

we brought home from University 

hospital in 1995. We had recognized 

that Cody had Down syndrome the 

moment that we met him in the new-

born intensive care. The hospital so-

cial worker told us she was afraid to 

mention to us that he had DS because 

she was afraid we would turn him 

down as a foster placement because 

of his disability! Little did she know 

how overjoyed we would be to ex-

perience, once again, the opportunity 

to parent a little one with an extra 

chromosome. 

 

But now, at 13 years of age, Cody is 

very much a young man, while I will 

probably always see traces of the 

baby there that we fell in love with, I 

also see distinctly traces of the man 

he will become. We have been so 

blessed to be a part of his journey! 

 

Dominic, like 

Cody, was born 

in 1995. And 

somewhat like 

Cody, I have 

had the opportu-

nity to watch 

him grow. You 

see, Dominic 

came into the 

custody of the state of Washington in 

2003. At that time he was featured in a 

photo listing of children available for 

adoption.  Ever so often, the listing 

would be updated with a new picture 

or additional information. Dominic 

needs a family to share his life on a 

daily basis! 

 

Dominic is described as a loving and 

responsive child with a quick sense of 

humor. He communicates in complete 

sentences and learns a lot through 

imitation. In school, he is learning to 

tell time. In his foster home, he enjoys 

watching videos, especially when he 

bĝm rhmf nq cĝmbd ĝknmf! Dnlhmhb¯r 

physical health is good, although he 

does have and is treated for sleep ap-

nea. He also has lactose intolerance 

and must avoid dairy products. Domi-

mhb¯r enrsdq eĝlhkx vhkk ad ĝ fqdĝs gdko 

in transitioning him to his new family. 

 

My hope is that this picture of Domi-

nic will be the last picture of him that 

needs to appear in the Northwest 

Adoption Exchange. My hope is that 

his next picture will be in the wallet of 

his forever family! Please contact 

Robin at rsteele@zoomtown.com for 

contact information on Dominic or to 

learn more about the adoption of chil-

dren with Down syndrome. 

Medical Insights  

Language Therapy Study in  

Children Ages 18 -36 Months  

with Down Syndrome  
 

What: A research study designed to evaluate whether indi-

rect language therapy will have the same effects on your 

bghkc¯r roddbg ĝr sqĝchshnmĝk chqdbs kĝmftĝfd sgdqĝox. 

Who: Children with Down syndrome between 18 -36 months 

of age and their guardians. 

Where: The Jane and Richard Thomas Center for Down Syn-

drome. 

Pay: Participants will receive 12 sessions of indirect lan-

guage therapy and related materials for free. 

Details: For more information contact Stephanie Hotze at 

Stephanie.Hotze@cchmc.org or 513.636.3881. 

Thomas Center Hires New Director  
 

The Jane and Richard Thomas Center for Down Syn-

drome announces the hiring of Karen Summar, MD, as 

the new director, effective June 1, 2009. She is cur-

rently Assistant Professor of Pediatrics in the Division 

of Developmental Medicine at Vanderbilt Children's 

Hospital and Director of the Vanderbilt Down Syn-

drome Clinic. She will be building on the major contri-

butions that Bonnie Patterson, MD made in establish-

ing the Thomas Center. We welcome Dr. Summar and 

look forward to working with her. 

mailto:rsteele@zoomtown.com

