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Research & Awareness Conference  
Building Bridges for Down Syndrome  

 

July 10-12, 2009 

Sheraton Cincinnati North Hotel 
 

Visit www.imdsa.org to learn more about the local and national  

 speakers and to register. 

DSAGC Annual Family Picnic  
 

Sunday, August 9, 2009 

Lunken Airport Playfield            3-6 pm 
 

Tgdqd¯r knsr sn cn, hmbktchmf ĝ qdftkĝshnm fnke bntqrd ĝmc cqhuhmf qĝmfd, ĝ 

walking/biking trail, and tennis courts. Miniature golf ($3.00) and the Land of 

Make Believe playground ($1.00).  
 

Dinner will be provided, please bring a dessert to share and a beverage.  
 

The Lunken Airport playfield is located at 4744 Playfield Lane, near the intersection of Beechmont & Wilmer 
 

Any questions? Contact Nora (nora@dsagc.com) or call 513.761.5400. 

Hosted by the DSAGC 

8th Annual Buddy Walk  
 

October 10, 2009 

Sawyer Point 
 

Registration 9:00 am       Walk 10:00 am 
 

After Party immediately following featuring food, drinks and entertainment. 
 

To register your team, go to  http://www.syssolutions.com/CincinnatiWalk  
 

             See page 6 for info on ways to raise money for your team. 
Presented by 

mailto:nora@dsagc.com
http://www.syssolutions.com/CincinnatiWalk
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From the Executive Director, Janet Gora  

Resources Available!  
 

I love libraries and I love to read. There is such a huge amount of information available on 

any subject. These days, libraries have expanded to more than print materials and are now 

offering books on tape, downloadable books, DVDs and more. 

 

We have more than 600 resources about Down syndrome in our Lending Library. Our col-

lection is available to anyone, but mainly used by families, teachers and healthcare profes-

sionals. You request materials, we ship them or you can pick them up in our office. Then 

after three weeks, you ship them or bring them back. We have some great books including, 

Couples with Intellectual Disabilities Talk about Living and Loving, How to Get Services 

By Being Assertive, Pĝqdms¯r Gthcd-Solutions to Today's Most Common Behavior Problems 

in the Home and many more. A widely used feature is the search button on the website un-

der Resources/Library. You can type in autism, for example, and come up with 20 titles of 

resources. 

 

I also want to tell you about two different types of libraries that may be useful to you. The 

first is the Tnx Lhaqĝqx ĝs sgd Rtahmrsdhm Lhaqĝqx ĝs Chmbhmmĝsh Cghkcqdm¯r Hnrohsĝk. It 

began in 1978 with donations from corporations and other groups. Families may borrow 

toys, puzzles, switch operated toys, and games from the over 1,000 items. The library pro-

vides equipment such as computers, a color printer, alternative keyboards, touch screens, 

ahf jdx jdxanĝqcr, ĝmc rodbhĝkhydc rnesvĝqd rtbg ĝr °Bnĝqclĝjdq.± Tghr eqdd rdquhbd 

helps children develop thinking skills by using developmental toys and assistive technol-

ogy. 

 

The Toy Library will have a new space at 3430 Burnet Avenue when the Division of Devel-

opmental and Behavioral Pediatrics moves to its new building in six months or so. There 

vhkk ad ĝ mdv °pthds qnnl± enq eĝlhkhdr vgn vĝms sn qdrs ĝmc qdkĝw, ĝ rdoĝqĝsd qnnl enq sgd 

assistive technology program, and updated equipment in the Toy Library. To contact the 

Rubinstein Library with questions, call 513.636.4626 or email Barbara Johnson at bar-

bara.johnson@cchmc.org.  

 

Tgd rdbnmc khaqĝqx hr aqĝmc mdv. Is¯r sgd Sharing Library at Families with Autism Spec-

trum Disorder's Family Resource Center at 5989 Meijer Drive, Suite #9, Milford, OH 

45150. Tgd Lhaqĝqx hr ĝ eqdd rdquhbd sn eĝlhkhdr dudm he sgdx cnm¯s gĝud ĝ bnmmdbshnm vhsg 

Autism according to Julia Ann Smith, President and Founder. After you apply for a Library 

Card, you can start checking out books, CD's, movies, software, and sensory items that 

other families have donated. They have "Writing with Symbols" and "Boardmaker" on com-

puters at the Center so families or teachers can print out social stories or picture sched-

ules. They also have sensory items like weighted vests and some communication devices 

that families have donated. The idea is to take it home and try it out. If your child likes it, 

then you can order it for yourself.   

  

The Sharing Library is looking for donations of gently used items such as assistive technol-

ogy, sensory tools or any type of developmental supports. If you have anything that you no 

longer need, please contact Julia Ann about donating them so other families can benefit or 

drop them off at the Support Center. Make sure you call ahead at 513.444.4979 to make 

rtqd sgdx¯qd nodm adenqd xnt fn. 

 

If anyone else knows of any more Lending Libraries that have helped you, please drop me 

a line at janet@dsagc.com ĝmc vd¯kk edĝstqd lnqd nm ntq vdarhsd. 

 

Have a great summer and happy reading!   
D.S.Press 2 

http://www.dsagc.com/dsagc-library-details.asp?libid=142
http://www.dsagc.com/dsagc-library-details.asp?libid=126
http://www.dsagc.com/dsagc-library-details.asp?libid=126
http://www.dsagc.com/dsagc-library-details.asp?libid=495
http://www.dsagc.com/dsagc-library-details.asp?libid=495
mailto:barbara.johnson@cchmc.org
mailto:barbara.johnson@cchmc.org
mailto:janet@dsagc.com


 

 

From Board President, Connie Hutzel  

Although October 10 sounds 

eĝq nee, sghr xdĝq¯r Btccx 

Walk will be here before 

you know it. If you have 

never been to one of 

DSAGC¯r Btccx Wĝkjr, hs¯r 

ĝm dwodqhdmbd xnt cnm¯s 

vĝms sn lhrr. Tgdqd¯r mn 

way to put into words the 

energy, passion, pride, hap-

piness, love and all the 

other things you will feel 

that morning ³ all because 

everyone there is celebrat-

ing someone with Down 

syndrome. 

 

This is the 8th annual 

DSAGC Buddy Walk. For 

sgnrd ne xnt sgĝs vdqdm¯s ĝs 

DSAGC¯r ehqrs Btccx Wĝkj, I 

will give you a very brief 

history. Dennis Flynn, 

Bqncx¯r cĝc, ĝfqddc sn bgĝhq 

sgd okĝmmhmf bnllhssdd. Is¯r 

never easy to plan a new 

dudms adbĝtrd xnt cnm¯s 

know how many people to 

dwodbs, xnt cnm¯s jmnv gnv 

to estimate how much 

money you will raise, you 

cnm¯s jmnv gnv ltbg ennc 

you need, etc. We ordered 

500 t-shirts, hoping that we 

would get 500 people there. 

And, although Dennis had a 

goal of $100,000 in his mind, 

we were hoping for maybe 

$15,000 to $20,000. 

 

Those 500 shirts ran out in 

no time and we had to order 

2 more batches of 500 shirts.  

We estimate we had over 

1500 people there (because 

all the shirts were gone and 

that was all we had to base 

the attendance on) and our 

net proceeds were just un-

der $100,000! Dennis was 

right in having his vision. In 

addition, we secured a cor-

porate sponsorship from 

Foresters, who agreed to 

match all net proceeds. 

Imagine their surprise when 

they wrote DSAGC a check 

for over $95,000! 

 

That first walk got DSAGC 

out of operating in the red 

that year, raised huge 

amounts of awareness, and 

allowed us to start our 

°dldqfdmbx etmc,± vghbg hr 

basically 6-lnmsg¯r ne nodq-

ating expenses in case 

something catastrophic 

(like the current economy) 

happens. That first walk was 

also what catapulted 

DSAGC¯r Btccx Wĝkj sn ad 

the biggest in the country, 

ĝmc vd¯ud bnmshmtdc sn 

grow ever since. 

 

Tghr xdĝq¯r Btccx Wĝkj hr 

more important than ever 

in helping DSAGC meet 

2009¯r nodqĝshmf dw-

penses. I encourage each 

of 

you to register your team 

mnv he xnt gĝudm¯s ĝkqdĝcx. 

Reach out to even more 

friends and family than be-

fore. Based on the economy, 

I envision the individual do-

nations to teams being 

down, but if we each reach 

out to at least 10 more peo-

ple than last year, then the 

numbers should even out. 

Is¯r Cnmmhd Htsydk¯r Btccx 

Walk Theory of Equality: 

less people giving bigger 

donations hopefully equals 

more people giving smaller 

donations, i.e., 5 people giv-

ing $50 each equals 10 peo-

ple giving $25 each. 

 

Amc ad bqdĝshud. I¯l qdfhr-

tering my team early and 

asking each of them to 

°Mĝjd ĝ Cgĝmfd enq Dnvm 

rxmcqnld± hm sgĝs he sgdx 

start rounding up to the next 

dollar when making a cash 

purchase throughout the 

summer and start saving all 

their change, it will only be 

a little each day but will add 

up to a surprising amount by 

the Buddy Walk. Some peo-

ple have had garage sales, 

some have had Euchre tour-

naments, corn hole tourna-

ments, all kinds of creative 

ideas to raise funds for their 

Buddy Walk teams. (see 

page 6 for more ideas) 

 

With the new walk location 

this year (Sawyer Point) and 

the new route(s), there 

vnm¯s ad sgd ansskdmdbj nm 

the Purple People Bridge 

sgĝs vd¯ud gĝc hm sgd oĝrs. 

The walk starts at 10, but 

people will start getting 

there by 9. Pick a place to 

have your team meet. Cre-

ate a team sign. Do some-

thing clever with your shirts 

(dye them, iron on a picture, 

paint them, etc.) so your 

team will stand out. Stay for 

the after-party for games, 

food, fun and music. Check 

nts DSAGC¯r vdarhsd enq 

more information or to reg-

ister (www.dsagc.com). Is¯r 

an experience that you 

vnm¯s rnnm enqfds!  

D.S.Press 3 

 

The DSAGC Board of Directors invited Congresswoman Jean 

Schmidt to their Board Training on April 25 to talk about the im-

portance of family advocacy and current issues at the national 

level that would be of interest to us.  She also announced that 

she was joining the Congressional Down Syndrome Caucus, 

chaired by Congresswoman Cathy McMorris-Rodgers. Repre-

sentative McMorris -Rodgers will be in Cincinnati herself as the 

key note speaker at the IMDSA Research & Awareness Confer-

ence in July. 

http://www.dsagc.com/

