
Waiting List Waiver Changes for OH 

The information provided below is an accumulation of information from various sources including, but not 

limited to…Hamilton Co DDS, Clermont Co DDS, Fixthelist.info, DODD.ohio.gov. For more specific 

information about your county, please visit your county board of developmental disabilities.  

A few main points: 

1. If you have a waiver, it will not be taken away, but there will still be an assessment process to make sure 

it fits your needs 

2. These changes begin on September 1st, 2018 

3. The “new rule” about waiver waiting lists is found here: http://www.fixthelist.info/

uploads/8/3/7/2/83720792/5123-9-04_effective_2018-09-01.pdf 

 

Reasons why a new rule was designed/problems with the old waiting lists: 

1. It was confusing because your number on the waiting list would fluctuate. For example, you could be at 

number 150 this year, but your number could be 180 next year. There are multiple factors that played into 

your position on the waiting list and it wasn’t always clear. 

2. The waiting lists across counties was not consistent. There was a lot of room for interpretation with the old 

rule.  

3. County boards were not aware of the needs of those on the waiting list. There was no description of 

needs for each individual. People are on the waiting list that did not have a developmental disability 

because proof was not needed to get on the list.  

4. Individuals were allowed to get on the waiting lists for every county in the state. Some families waited to 

get a waiver and then moved to that county when their number was called. 

 

The hopes for the new rule: 

1. The overall goal should not be to get on a waiting list, it should be to have the 

person’s needs met. 

2. Emphasis is on the supports a person needs, not a particular payment source 

(i.e. I/O Waiver) 

3. Meets the needs of those with identified need in a more timely manner 

 a. may or may not be waiver funding, but other community resources 

 b. several ways to meet a need (i.e. local dollars or community based 

 alternatives) 
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4.   Uniformity across the state 

 a. Statewide assessment 

 b. Only one waiting list across the state of Ohio 

 c. I/O, Level 1, and SELF waivers are all included in the same waiting list (not separate waiting 

list for each type of waiver) 

5.   Transparency-Family Portal 

 a. There will NOT be year letters sent to families 

 b. Can obtain a copy of your assessment on the family portal 

6.   Allows county boards to allocate resource and support to those with a current need 

 a. Who and what is needed 

 b. Boards decide how to best address needs 

 

2 types of needs: 

1. Immediate need-risk of substantial harm if action is not taken within 30 calendar days to reduce the risk 

2. Current need-unmet need for home and community based services with 12 months, as determined by a 

county board based upon the assessment of the individual 

 

5 Assessment Outcomes: 

1. No Condition/Diagnosis 

2. Immediate Need-will be addressed quickly and a waiver may be issued 

3. Current Need, Alternative Resources-outside resources will be given to the individual, no waiver needed 

4. Current need, Waiver Funding Needed-this does not guarantee that a waiver will be provided with that 12 

months 

5. No Unmet Needs-taken off of the waiting list 

 

Transition Old to New: 

1. If you were on a waiver waiting list as of 6/10/18, then you were moved to a Transitional List effective 

6/11/18. (This date may vary slightly from county to county.) 

2. By December 31, 2020, all individuals on the Transitional List will be assessed 

3. No waivers, unless it is an Immediate Need, will be given out until all assessments are complete. January 

2021 is when waivers will start to be distributed. There is no need to be assessed first. 



Order on the New Waiver List (if your assessment states you are in a current 

need and waiver funding is needed): 

1. The number of criteria you matched on the assessment 

2. Your original date that you were placed on the old waiver lists 

 

Due Process: 

1. If you disagree with the outcome of your assessment, then you are able to go through due process.  

 

What’s Next: 

1. Starting September 1st, 2018, you will be contacted to set up an assessment. There are two methods for 

assessments… 

 a. Phone 

 b. Face-to-Face 

 

2.   It varies by county about who will be conducting the assessments. (i.e. Hamilton Co has an Assessment 

Taskforce. The SSA’s will NOT be doing assessments in this county.) 

 

Additional Resources: 

Fix The List- www.fixthelist.info 

 

DODD- http://dodd.ohio.gov/IndividualFamilies/ServiceFunding/Pages/Waiting-Lists.aspx 

 

Clermont County Webinar- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DnbLepns9E&feature=youtu.be 

 

Hamilton County Waiting List Wednesdays- http://hamiltondds.org/news/236/40/Waiting-List-Changes/

d,News%20Detail%20Sample 
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